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Oldest Autism Center Opens Doors to New Headquarter s 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Marks Opening of Expanded Treatment & Evaluation Facility 
 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa., September 12, 2008 — The Center for Autism, the first nonprofit autism treatment 
and evaluation center in the country, held a ribbon cutting ceremony for its new, state-of-the-art 
headquarters at 3905 Ford Road on September 9th. The 23,648 square-foot facility is more than double 
the size of the organization’s former location of over 35 years.  
 
The building houses the Center’s evaluation services, administration and treatment programs for over 80 
children and families. The occasion also marked the launch of the organization’s plan to expand by 
opening satellite centers throughout the city, providing needed services to the autistic population. 
 

 
 

Robert J. Murphy, Jr., Esq., chairman of the board of directors, The Center for Autism; Arthur C. Evans, Jr., Ph.D., director, 
Philadelphia Department of Behavioral Health and Mental Retardation Services; Imani Oliver, mother of a child with autism, The 

Center for Autism; Jean Ruttenberg, executive director, The Center for Autism; Dennis O’Brien, board  member and Speaker of the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives; Hale T. Peffall, Jr., director of development, The Center for Autism.  Additional attendees 

are comprised of Center for Autism board members and staff. 
 
The Center for Autism signed a 15-year lease, effective July 1, 2008, for over 23,000 square feet of 
commercial space at the former Jefferson Park Hospital. The property is currently owned by List 
Associates, LP.  In January, the Center announced that it had received $1.4 million from the Philadelphia 
Health Care Trust, a contribution that marked the start of a three-year, $3 million capital campaign to fund 
the clinic’s relocation.  
 
The Center will continue to serve over 40 children and families through satellite programs at its former 
headquarters at 3965 Conshohocken Avenue until August 2009. At that time, the Center plans to open a 
satellite in another area of Philadelphia, and continue to accomplish the objectives outlined in its five-year 
expansion plan.  
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